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Coloradoôs Diverse and Valued Military 
 

 

Colorado encompasses a diverse and vibrant military presence unique to only a very few 

locations in the United States.  Colorado is not only home to six military installations, but 

also hosts operations of the North American Aerospace Defense Command, U.S. 

Northern Command, Air Force Space Command, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense 

Command/Army Strategic Command, Missile Defense Integrated Operations Center, 

Space Innovation and Development Center, Joint Functional Component Command-

Integrated Missile Defense, and the National Security Space Institute.  

 

Their missions range from training and educating tomorrowôs Air Force leaders, and 

Space Professionals for all our services, to fighting the Global War on Terrorism and 

maintaining vigilance for Homeland Defense and Security.  

 

As a result of the recent Base Realignment and Closure, the Armyôs Global Defense 

Posture Realignment, and recent ñGrow the Armyò announcements, Coloradoôs largest 

installation, Fort Carson, is projecting a Soldier population of 26,000 by 2013, with 

39,500 family members.  The 302
nd

 Airlift Wing (AF RC), Peterson AFB is also in the 

process of building an active duty associate C-130 squadron and has recently activated a 

Reserve Aeromedical Squadron.  The 310
th
 Space Wing at Schriever AFB, is the first Air 

Force Reserve Space Wing in the Air Force.  The military missions in Colorado continue 

to grow appropriately in scope and mission.   

 

Defense industry growth in the State follows naturally from the growing mission 

capability.   Our six installations employ an internal workforce (military, government 

civilians, and contractors) of over 73,000 and an economic impact of approximately 

$6.52 billion. 
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Coloradoôs Major Military Installations 

 
The following map shows the locations of the installations.  Buckley AFB is located in 

Aurora, Colorado, just southeast of Denver.  In addition to the nearly 140,000  acres that 

Fort Carson has south of Colorado Springs, they also manage the 235,000 acre Pinon 

Canyon Maneuver Site (PCMS) in Los Animas County, about 120 miles to the southeast 

of the Fort.  
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Military Growth Spurs Colorado Economy 
 

The below chart depicts the growth over the years of Coloradoôs military mission.  In 

1941, the Military Affairs Council (MAC) was established in Colorado Springs for the 

purpose of advocating to have then Camp Carson in Colorado as the Army was looking 

for locations to train needed Soldiers for World War II.  Since that time, the MAC, in 

coordination with the State,  has continued to be a driving force to bring new missions 

and commands to Colorado.  Most notable of these have been the USAF Academy, 

NORAD, Air Force Space Command, and US Northern Command.  Thoughout the 

below history the Colorado Springs Chamber, through local organizations such as the 

Area Chiefs of Staff, Defense Mission Task Force, and the Colorado Defense Mission 

Coalition have worked to unite the military and community, aggressively work Base 

Realignment and Closure issues, and other infrastructure and issues of mutual concern to 

the military and community.  The reasons for the steady growth over the last 65+ years 

are many ï quality of life, exceptional workforce, top-notch colleges and universities and 

research opportunities, a State and communities that value our military and what they 

bring to Colorado, and many others. 
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Coloradoôs Retirees Make a Difference 

 

Retiree PopulationRetiree Population

ÂÂ FY 2009 DoD Actuarial ReportFY 2009 DoD Actuarial Report

ÅÅ Colorado:Colorado:

ÂÂ # 14 # 14 ïïretiree population retiree population ïï48,67248,672

ÂÂ # 8 # 8 ïïretiree pay retiree pay ïï$1.29B/year$1.29B/year

ÅÅ El Paso County:  28,292El Paso County:  28,292

ÅÅ Colorado Springs Colorado Springs ïï809xx Zip Code809xx Zip Code

ÂÂ # 6 # 6 -- retiree pop retiree pop ïï19,668 19,668 ïï$576M/year$576M/year

ÂÂ 40% of States Retiree Population40% of States Retiree Population

ÂÂ 50 Mile Radius of Ft Carson 50 Mile Radius of Ft Carson ïï30,000 +30,000 +

 
 

 

 

 

Colorado is an attractive and welcoming location for military retirees, from all services.  

As can be seen from the above chart, most of Coloradoôs retirees reside in El Paso 

County, which should come as no surprise based on the 5 military installations in the 

county and the majority of the military members.  Other factors include the numerous 

defense and aerospace industries that have a presence in the region ï close to the 

customers they support, the quality of life, affordability, and access to installation 

facilities, such as health care.   
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United States Air Force Academy 
 

       

           

 

Situated 10 miles northwest of 

downtown Colorado Springs, the 

Air Force Academy is recognized as 

one of the nationôs finest four-year 

institutions of higher learning.  The 

Academy is a Direct Reporting Unit 

(DRU). With the facilities and 

organizational structure of a major 

command (www.usafa.af.mil) 

 

The Academyôs mission is to educate, train, and inspire men and women to become Air 

Force officers of character motivated to lead the United States Air Force in service to our 

nation. This is accomplished through a four-year program of academic studies, 

leadership, ethics, physical education and athletics.  Each cadet graduates with a bachelor 

of science degree and a commission as a second lieutenant in the Air Force. 

The Academy traces its history to 1954 when President Dwight Eisenhower signed Public 

Law 352 authorizing its creation. The Pikes Peak region was chosen for many reasons 

including abundant land, good flying weather, and a surrounding community eager to see 

it located in the area.  The Academy encompasses 19,300 acres (30.16 square miles). 

- 10th Air Base Wing: The 10
th
 ABW is the host wing for the Air Force Academy and 

provides quality support to enhance the education and development of more than 4,000 

future Air Force leaders. The 10th ABW is also responsible for medical, engineering, 

logistics, communications, personnel, services, security and other key support for more 

than 25,000 military and civilian personnel. The wing preserves and improves a $3.5-

billion base and medical infrastructure. 

- The United States Air Force Academy Preparatory School: Better known as the 

ñPrep School,ò it is designed to academically, physically and militarily prepare qualified 

young men and women to enter the Academy. 

Academy Work Force:   

 

 - Approximately 10,308 military and civilian personnel (includes 4,528 cadets).   

 

  -- Of that number, 3,679 are civilian/contract employees 

 

Economic Impact (FY 2010):  $851.3M 
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Peterson Air Force Base Complex 
(Peterson AFB and Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station)  

 

  
 

The  21
st
 Space Wing is the host Wing for Peterson AFB and provides missile warning 

and space control to North American Aerospace Defense Command and U.S. Strategic 

Command through a network of command and control units and ground and space-based 

sensors operated by geographically separated units around the world. 

(www.peterson.af.mil) 

 

Tenant Units: 

 

- North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD): NORAD, established in 

1957, is a bi-national United States and Canadian organization charged with the missions 

of aerospace warning, aerospace control and maritime warning for North America. 

Aerospace warning includes the monitoring of man-made objects in space, and the 

detection, validation, and warning of attack against North America whether by aircraft, 

missiles, or space vehicles, through mutual support arrangements with other commands. 

Aerospace control includes ensuring air sovereignty and air defense of the airspace of 

Canada and the United States. The May 2006 NORAD Agreement renewal added a 

maritime warning mission, which entails a shared awareness and understanding of the 

activities conducted in U.S. and Canadian maritime approaches, maritime areas and 

inland waterways. (www.norad.mil) 

- US Northern Command (USNORTHCOM):  USNORTHCOM was established Oct. 

1, 2002 to provide command and control of Department of Defense (DOD) homeland 

defense efforts and to coordinate defense support of civil authorities.  

USNORTHCOM conducts homeland defense, civil support and security cooperation to 

defend and secure the United States and its interests. USNORTHCOMôs AOR includes 

air, land and sea approaches and encompasses the continental United States, Alaska, 

Canada, Mexico and the surrounding water out to approximately 500 nautical miles. It 

also includes the Gulf of Mexico, the Straits of Florida, portions of the Caribbean region 

to include The Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The commander of 

USNORTHCOM is responsible for theater security cooperation with Canada, Mexico, 

and The Bahamas. (www.northcom.mil) 
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- Air Force Space Command (AFSPC):  AFSPC is an Air Force major command, 

activated in 1982, to provide an integrated constellation of space and cyberspace 

capabilities at the speed of need. This unique capacity and perspective, fielded by a 

battle-ready, responsive and forward-thinking team of America's best, is the engine 

behind precision strike, global awareness and data connectivity capabilities crucial to the 

Joint Forces and key to the future US military advantage.  AFSPC consists of 

approximately 47,000 professionals, assigned to 88 locations worldwide and deployed to 

an additional 35 global locations. (www.afspc.af.mil) 

 

- US Army Space and Missile Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic Command 

(SMDC/ARSTRAT): The mission of SMDC/ARSTRAT is to conduct space and missile 

defense operations and provide planning, integration, control and coordination of Army 

forces and capabilities in support of US Strategic Command missions (Strategic 

Deterrence, Integrated Missile Defense, Space Operations, and Cyberspace Operations); 

serve as the Army specified proponent for space, high altitude, and ground-based 

midcourse defense; serve as the Army operational integrator for global missile defense; 

and conducts mission-related research and development in support of Army Title 10 

responsibilities.  At Peterson AFB, SMDC/ARSTRAT specifically serves as the Armyôs 

proponent for space and ground-based midcourse defense and as the operational 

integrator for global ballistic missile defense through command and control of the 1
st
 

Space Brigade and the 100
th
 Missile Defense Brigade. (www.army.mil/smdc) 

 

- 302
nd

 Airlift Wing  (AFRES): The 302nd Airlift Wing is the largest tenant organization 

at Peterson Air Force Base. Approximately 1,300 reservists, of which 200 are full -time 

personnel, are assigned to the wing.  In addition to its airdrop and airlift missions, the unit 

has the unique and special mission of aerial firefighting using the Modular Airborne 

Firefighting System. The wing mirrors its Active Duty counterparts by participating in 

exercises and inspections, while training daily for contingency operations.  

 

The mission of the wing is to train, equip and employ airlift forces in worldwide support 

of the nation's vital interests. The 302nd AW consists of three groups and one medical 

squadron. These include the 302nd Operations Group, 302nd Maintenance Group and 

302nd Mission Support Group. The wing is also supported by the 302nd Aeromedical 

Staging Squadron, whose mission is to maintain the medical readiness of the wing's 

members. (www.302aw.afrc.af.mil) 

 

                   


